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Synopsis

Throughout history, arguments for and against the existence of God have been largely confined to
philosophy and theology, while science has sat on the sidelines. Despite the fact that science has
revolutionized every aspect of human life and greatly clarified our understanding of the world,
somehow the notion has arisen that it has nothing to say about the possibility of a supreme being,
which much of humanity worships as the source of all reality. This book contends that, if God exists,
some evidence for this existence should be detectable by scientific means, especially considering
the central role that God is alleged to play in the operation of the universe and the lives of humans.
Treating the traditional God concept, as conventionally presented in the Judeo-Christian and Islamic
traditions, like any other scientific hypothesis, physicist Stenger examines all of the claims made for
God’s existence. He considers the latest Intelligent Design arguments as evidence of God’s
influence in biology. He looks at human behavior for evidence of immaterial souls and the possible
effects of prayer. He discusses the findings of physics and astronomy in weighing the suggestions
that the universe is the work of a creator and that humans are God’s special creation. After
evaluating all the scientific evidence, Stenger concludes that beyond a reasonable doubt the

universe and life appear exactly as we might expect if there were no God.
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Customer Reviews

This is an outstanding book. Victor Stenger, a Professor of both Physics and Astronomy,
convincingly argues against the existence of God (by which he means the Judea-Christian-Islamic

version) by examining a wide variety of scientific evidence. In my view Stenger succeeds in



disproving God beyond a level of reasonable doubt. Certain high profile atheists (Richard Dawkins
and Same Harris, to name but two) have already written bestsellers on this subject, and | would
evaluate Stenger’'s work as one that fully deserves the same level of success and recognition.The
structure of the book is roughly as follows:In the first chapter, Stenger lucidly explains the scientific
method and what makes it such a potent investigative tool. This is important because many people
have no real understanding of these concepts. He also refutes the widely held (at least, by religious
people) view that science has nothing to say about religion. This is a very important point, which
sets the foundation for the rest of the book.Stenger also deals with another common misconception,
which is that scientists are somehow opposed to, or in denial of the discovery of any supernatural
forces, whether religious, psychic, or anything else which violates the natural laws as they are
currently understood. In reality the only reason why most scientists do not acknowledge the
evidence of such things is because the evidence does not exist.In the remainder of the book,
Stenger goes on to assess the objective evidence for and against the God hypothesis by
investigating a plethora of scientific and historical research. He covers everything from biblical

prophecies to the illusion of design to prayer experiments and much more.

There are several reasons | highly recommend purchasing this book even though I believe it
contains some major flaws that yields a less than convincing argument by Dr. Stenger:Stenger
makes an excellent argument the scientific method is able to run the various hypotheses for the
existence of God with certain characteristics through the gauntlet. While an informed person could
certainly argue we didn’t have the knowledge and tools to perform such a task 100 years ago,
Stenger eloquently points out that our accumulated knowledge in this century provides the empirical
evidence necessary to make rational conclusions of History’s arguments on the question of God'’s
existence.Stenger does an excellent job early in the book of describing the scientific method itself.
To those of us who follow the interface between science and culture in modern America, | welcome
his pre-empting any criticism of his conclusions that are based on an ignorant understanding of what
a theory actually is and how one is developed and differs from credible and absurd hypotheses. He
also does an excellent job of defining who has the obligation to make their case, though he’s not
dependent on expecting fundamentalists and other theists to make their case; the book is filled with
arguments backed with empirical evidence on why a certain type of god cannot exist.Stenger
presents the best arguments for the existence of God and rebuts each claiming to use the approach
scientists’ use when critiquing scientific claims. | do believe Dr. Stenger stretches his case on some

of his rebuttals. Having a comprehensive list alone with a usually adequate response makes the



book not only worthy to buy and read, but also to keep for future reference.
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